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° f After th mtaTthe godfather brought out the big Bible and 
pushed it over to Heinerle, so that he might read aloud to him. 
And Heinerle read the whole chapter aloud. The on y ung 
that puzzled him was, that the Bible was covered over with fine 
writing in the margin ; beside some verses was set the date oi 


writing in tne margin , * n 

certain days, and he did not know whether to read that as wel , 
nor what it meant. For there was nothing written in lus father s 
Bible, except the names of his parents on the first page and the 
date of their birth, and then the eight children in order, and he 
had thought that one ought on no account to write anything 
between the leaves of the Bible. The godfather understood 
Heinerle’s thoughts quite well, but he said nothing ; only 
thought “That will come out by itself.” For one must not 
always try to make people explain everything, but leave them 
something to think over. Whereupon the old man leant back in 
his great armchair, folded his hands on his breast, and went to 
sleep. Heinerle cleared the table, fed the dog, and betook him- 
self into the garden till his godfather’s voice called him. 

( To be continued.) 


BOOKS. 


“ En hoexkens ende boexkens.” 

Every child of ten or twelve should begin to learn something about his own 
body, and parents will find Dr. Schofield’s Physiology for Schools (Stages I., 
II., and I II., 5 d. each, Cassell & Co.) very helpful. Here we get the results of 
advanced biological research put so simply and attractively that no intelli- 
gent child can fail to understand truths, the knowledge of which must needs 
be full of saving power to him and his. Take this, for example: 

“The difference education makes in the brain is like that between a 
civilised country and an untrodden forest like that which Stanley passed 
through in Africa. In the former we get good roads, leading easily in any 
direction we wish to go ; in the latter, a pathless, trackless wood, through 
which progress in any direction is made with the utmost difficulty. The 
business of education is to construct these pathways, or connecting threads 
of knowledge, in the brain.” 

And we have a diagram showing how the brain-cells differ in appearance 
“according to age ” — being round or only slightly pointed in infancy, sharp 
in manhood, sending out long projections, to which innumerable fibres are 
attached, and in old age, blunt again, with many of the projections ap- 
parently worn off. The child who takes in this object lesson is likely to 
throw himself with new spirit into what we call his “ education. ’ But this 
is Stage III. Stage I. is much easier, the sort of easy reading winch 
implies marvellous teaching power in the writer : 

“ We notice that you are alive by five signs : first of all, you are standing ; 
that shows you are alive. If you were dead, or even asleep, you could not 
stand ; your knees would double up, your head drop forward, and your body 
backwards. What keeps it straight, and keeps you from falling over as 
you do when you are very giddy ? If you feel the back of your head just 
above your neck, you will find a large bump ; just inside, theie is a pai t o 
the brain which keeps your legs straight, and your head erect, and enables 
you to stand by keeping all the parts stiff and well-balanced.' • 

This is the sort of thing to m ike a child wonder, and it is good foi him 
to know how fearfully and wonderfully he is made. These little books aie 
designed for schools, but they should be a valuable possession in every 
family. The three are to hand in one volume (ij. 9 d.), a manual of p iysi - 
logy, scientific, up to date, and singularly lucid and simple. 

WITHAM Close, Winchester, March 14.— Dear Madam, I have just 
seen a most useful list of historical novels and stories in the March number 
of the Parents' Review. I do not know if you intend publishing any addi- 


books. 
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“ My bed is like a little boat ; 

Nurse helps me in when I embark ; 
She girds me in my sailor coat, 

And starts me in the dark.” 


And so on to the last verse : 

“ All night across the dark we steer ; 

But when the day returns at last, 

Safe in my room, beside the pier, 

I find my vessel fast.” 

What little one could feel afraid, or cry, when going into his little, boat ? 
Then the humour of the following : 

“The friendly cow, all red and white, 

I love with all my heart ; 

She gives me cream with all her might, 

To eat with apple-tart,” &c. 


And the naiveness only possessed by children, as shown by 

“When I am grown to man’s estate, 

I shall be very proud and great, 

And tell the other girls and boys 
Not to mecdle with my toys.” 


appy, indeed, are the children of to-day, in possessing a Robert Loui: 
otevenson. 

Does everybody know the Sanitary Tracts of the Ladies’ Sanitary 
Assoc, at, on ? Probably, as there are five million copies of them in circula 
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“ Two Breaths,” for example, should be considered a part of the necessary 
education of every one. 

Lady Knightley’s tract on “ Dress ” is wise and thoughtful, and up to date, 
many editions as it has been through. Many of the tracts are in the 
form of homely tales for cottage wives, but there is hardly one of them 
which is not as full of instruction and suggestions for the heads of houses of 
all classes as an egg is full of meat. 

The Ladies’ Sanitary Association is doing splendid work in the circulation 
of these tracts, and we earnestly beg that our readers will make it a duty to 
help in their distribution, especially of the invaluable tracts on the manage- 
ment and care of children, and the treatment of children’s ailments. The 
tracts are to be had for cottage distributors at 2 d., i d., and \d. each, 
according to size. Miss Rose Adams, the Association’s Secretary, will be 
happy to send catalogues, Sec. (22 Berners Street, W.) 

We must reserve our notice of other works in this series, in which, though 
all are good, some have special points of interest and value for both teacher 
and pupil. 

Changed Lots , or Nobody Cares , by Frances Armstrong (Griffith, 
Farran & Co., 53*. ), is exciting as a romance and charming as a fairy tale. 
The portraiture is forcible : you know Nance and Dorothy ; Lil and Mr. and 
Mrs. Chisholm are more shadowy persons, but they are there. One little 
girl looks wistfully through the bars of a park gate from the inside , and 
another little girl, who, strange to say, was just like herself, excepting that 
while she was in dainty clothing, the other child was ragged and poor— no 
better than a beggar. This other little girl looks wistfully in from without . 
The little pampered darling of the great house longs to go away and be a 
gipsy girl, and the two change clothes, and one enters the gate, and the 
other, in the ragged garments, wanders off to try w r hat liberty is like. 
How, for six years this extraordinary change of personality was maintained 
is the secret of the story which w^e must not tell. Not probable, we shall 
be inclined to say ; not possible, is beyond us to affirm. But even in a gjpsy’s. 
van you may learn lessons of love and fortitude and self-denial, which shall 
prove the best conceivable education for any place in life you may have to. 
fill. The story is gracefully written, and is strong in feeling an sentiment. 
Any child, or even a girl in her teens, might rejoice in such a gifr. 


